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SECTION 5: Management Options Flow Chart 
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Mangrove Condition 

Vehicle, Boat, Human 
Damage 

High Fire Incidence 

Rubbish  

• Encourage natural regeneration by excluding stock or using strategic grazing regime 
• Replant area with local native vegetation 
• Try to link areas of vegetation by creating ‘corridors’ (e.g. riparian areas) 
• Restore hydrological connectivity/fish passage by removing or modifying flow impediment structures 

• Identify the source of landuse pressure and attempt to minimise. Try a collaborative approach with 
other landowners if possible 

• Vegetation buffers &/or fencing can reduce a number of impacts like excessive nutrients, sediment 
& noise pollution

• Minimise damage by restricting access to your wetland by using: signs, fencing, bollards, vegetation 
buffers &/or boat wash baffles to dissipate wave energy (e.g. mangroves, other aquatic vegetation) 

• Maintain fire breaks where appropriate 
• Ensure wetland is receiving sufficient natural inflow of water and prevent over-drainage.  
• Encourage endemic, fire tolerant species. Use low intensity fires or slashing to reduce fuel loads.

Feral / Domestic Animals / 
Stock Impacts

 Water Pollution (e.g. 
sediments & nutrients) 

• Try to minimise public access to wetland or native vegetation areas where appropriate 
• Organise regular rubbish collection where possible. For large sites, consider registering for ‘Cleanup 

Australia Day’ and seek volunteers

• Try to identify source of pollution & minimise if possible 
• Vegetation buffers and restored wetlands or constructed water polishing reed beds can have 

significant benefits in improving water quality through filtration and nutrient recycling  

• Consider fencing & excluding stock or strategic grazing/stock management regime 
• Control domestic animals (including pets) near wetlands or native vegetation areas 
• Contact local authorities if you would like to seek advice regarding feral animal control 

Drains 

Scald 

• Drains act to lower the groundwater level & expose ASS layers. Maintain groundwater by using 
weirs and/or by infilling unwanted drains

Diversity 

Saltmarsh Condition 

Seagrass Condition 

Poor Habitat Potential 

•  Usually occurs as a result of lowered groundwater table. Consider infilling drains or using weirs    
where possible, retaining fresh water in the area of the scald, which will encourage revegetation 

• Liming and mulching small areas or ridging & furrowing may raise the pH sufficiently for vegetation 
to establish. It is important to exclude stock from scalded areas to allow rehabilitation 

• Ensure suitable conditions for natural regeneration (e.g. controlling pests & weeds, & excluding 
stock) or through planting additional local species  

• If species diversity is very low for that vegetation community type, plantings may be necessary   

• Adopt long-term weed control & monitoring procedures 
• Ensure best control methods are adopted to ensure success & minimise impacts on native 

vegetation 
• Encourage shading for weed control for both terrestrial & aquatic weeds

Weeds 

• Encourage natural regeneration or revegetate with locally endemic species 
• Try to exclude stock & domestic animals from sensitive areas 
• Retain dead trees & fallen trees/logs as habitat for native fauna 
• Control pest species which threaten native vegetation & fauna (e.g. feral pigs, goats, cane toads, 

indian myna birds, foxes and cats) 

Structures Affecting 
Hydrology 

Vegetation Indicators 

• Where possible modify or retrofit structures to increase flow into wetlands. Drop-boards or weirs to 
retain water in wetland, or tidal floodgates to allow flushing of tidal wetlands 

• Similarly, changes in wetland community associated vegetation may reflect changes in hydrology. 
Alterations may be possible to re-introduce a more natural hydrological regime including re-
introducing natural wetting & drying cycles & reconnecting wetlands where possible  

Paperbark Condition 

 Wetland Establishment 

Fringing Vegetation 

Bank Condition 

Water Quality 

• Tree death may be due to disturbance of ASS, fire regime, pollutants, weed growth (particularly 
vines) hydrological change or cattle damage (all addressed previously) 

• Excessive pest invasion (galls, necrotic leaf spots) may be a result of an unbalanced ecosystem 
(too many insects). Encourage insect predators (e.g. birds, bats, fish) by improving potential habitat 
(e.g. by retaining dead trees, fallen branches (including snags), riparian vegetation, feral animal 
control, weed control & stock exclusion) 

• Prevent clearing, retain leaf litter & fallen branches, prevent fire (especially from peat layer). If peat 
layer is underdeveloped as a result of oxidation of ASS, try to reinstate natural groundwater levels. 

• Fence off & exclude or control stock access to allow natural regeneration or revegetate with local 
species (If banks are unstable, it may be necessary to batter and revegetate) 

• Ensure a mix of species types including macrophytes, emergent vegetation, riparian vegetation & 
terrestrial species. This will also assist in bank stabilisation.  

• Exclude stock access or provide controlled stock crossings to improve water quality (will reduce 
sediment & nutrient levels)

• Ensure wetland is receiving natural flow &/or tidal regime & is being regularly flushed 
• Fence off & exclude stock to allow natural regeneration & prevent pugging / compaction 
• Prevent vehicular access or excessive human disturbance 
• Maintain or establish vegetative filter strips to reduce sediments & nutrients entering wetlands  

Disclaimer: WetlandCare Australia does not take responsibility for any management actions undertaken. Wetlands are a complex ecosystem and a number of legislative regulations govern actions that affect wetlands and native 
vegetation. It is ALWAYS advisable to seek advice and required permits or approvals from relevant Local government and State agencies, community groups, or non-government environmental organisations before attempting any 
management actions listed. This list is not exhaustive and other options to remediate wetlands may be available.

Adjacent Landuse 
Pressure


